Durness Parish Hall Committee

Report to Durness Community Council 1 September 2025

Charitable Status: for some months we have been working towards changing the Hall’s
charitable status to a SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation). This will
provide limited liability and protect charity trustees from personal debt; it is therefore an
important move forward for the organisation.

The AGM of the new SCIO will be held at the Hall on Tuesday 16 September at 7.30pm.

Heating system: the Hall’s application for funding from the Community Regeneration
Fund will be considered this week.

Building / Maintenance: the Committee recently held a fact-finding discussion with
Highland People’s Power regarding the installation of solar panels on the Hall. Other
options/business models are also being considered.

We continue with our battle to obtain quotes for replacing the guttering.

Fundraising: the Charity Shop has to date raised almost £4,000 for Hall funds, while
last weekend’s Flower & Vegetable show returned after a six-year gap and raised nearly
£500.

Keeping the Knit & Natter Tuesday afternoon gatherings going throughout the summer
(instead of taking a break from Easter to September) has resulted in an extra £1,000 in
takings, a happy by-product of providing a weekly opportunity to catch up.

Forthcoming events:

o The Durness Book Club, which is approaching its first anniversary, will meet on
Monday 8 September. New members are welcome. Details of the books being
discussed are published on Facebook and on village noticeboards.

o Scottish contemporary folk group, Tarran, will be giving a concertin the Hall on
Saturday 13 September at 7pm.

o The Duck Race will take place on Sunday 28 September at Grudie atc1pm:
ducks can be purchased for £5 each from the Charity Shop.

o Whist evenings will recommence on Wednesday 29 October.

o The Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 29 November. Stalls are booking
quickly, so please contact durnessparishhall@gmail.com asap if you would like
to reserve a space.

Elspeth Mather
Chair, Durness Parish Hall Committee
durnessparishhall@gmail.com
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