Durness Parish Hall Committee
Report to Durness Community Council 6 October 2025

Charitable Status: we are very close to having our new status as a SCIO (Scottish
Charitable Incorporated Organisation) confirmed. The new bank account is now in
place.

Heating system: we are within touching distance of being allocated the funds required
for the new heating system. However, rather late in the application process, we were
advised to go for an Air Source Heat Pump (ASHP) system — as opposed to Ground
Source Heat Pump (GSHP). Although the GSHP is preferable on environmental grounds,
the state of the pipes already in place at the Hall cannot be guaranteed and so the ASHP
solution was approved. This is a positive result, albeit one which will further delay the
installation as Planning Permission will be required; however, the other element of the
project, insulating the Hall’s loft, can get underway as soon as the funding is in place.
The Hall Committee is looking into temporary heating/dehumidifying options for this
winter.

Building / Maintenance: we have had no success in obtaining a sensible quote for
replacing the guttering at the Hall. We will be issuing a plea via Facebook for anyone
interested in visiting the Hall in order to supply a quote to get in touch; suggestions for
suitable contractors are also welcomed.

Storage: thanks to a generous grant from Trusthouse, the Hall’'s ancient and dilapidated
storage container is being removed on 6 October and replaced by a new one.

Fundraising: thank you to everyone who supported the recent Duck Race; a total of
£340 for Hall funds was raised.

Forthcoming events:
o Whist evenings will recommence on Wednesday 29 October
o A Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 29 November

o Join us for Christmas Wreath-Making class on Saturday 13 December

Details of all events will be published nearer the time.

Elspeth Mather
Chair, Durness Parish Hall Committee
durnessparishhall@gmail.com



