DURNESS COMMUNITY GROUP
Charity registration number: SC032179

Durness Village Hall, Smoo, Durness, Sutherland, IV27 4QA

Committee Meeting

MINUTES
Meeting held on Thursday 28 March 2024 at 7.00pm in Durness Village Hall

1. Present Neil Fuller - Chair (NF)
Yvonne MacRae - Vice Chair (YM)
Sheila Frazer - Treasurer (SF)
Don Campbell (DC)
Martina Macleod (MM)
Alistair Morrison (AM)
Kathy Parker (KP)
Jo Tucker (JT)
2. Apologies Dawn McKenzie (DM), Ron Tucker (RT) and Steve Woodruff
(SW).
3. Minutes of the previous meeting
These were proposed as an accurate record by NF; seconded by AM.
Agreed and passed.
4. Matters arising from previous Minutes not on the Agenda
Local Place Plan: it was agreed that a sub-committee drawn mainly from the
DCG and Durness Community Council (DCC) should be formed in order to
progress our application; this process must be led by the DCC, however an
appeal for volunteers had fallen on deaf ears, apart from the DCC’s Chair,
Don Campbell. Louise Senior (LS) had offered to assist, so it was confirmed
that the sub-committee would consist of NF, YM, DC and LS. An early priority
was the devising and distribution of a questionnaire asking the local
community to indicate which projects they felt should be put forward for
development. Revitalising past DCG ideas would be helpful in compiling a
project list; NF would contact Boyd Alexander to request copies of the
paperwork from the archives. Other suggestions might include parking
provision around Smoo Cave and the requirement for a footpath between
Smoo Cave and Caberfeidh.
For the submission of the Local Place Plan, a non-personal email address
was required for the DCC. DC will organise this.
It was suggested that a grant from Awards For All and/or the wind farm funds
now made available to the DCC might pay for a consultant who could assist
with preparing the Local Place Plan application.
Action: NF; DC
5. Reports
1. Financial: the total in our accounts is currently £90,288 of which £22,410 is
held in a higher interest account. The funds which are ring-fenced for the
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playpark total £57,456. SF reported that a cheque for £1,000 towards the
playpark funds had been received from the estate of the late D J Mackay.
The committee expressed their gratitude for this unexpected donation and
agreed to set the money aside for future developments and/or
maintenance to the playpark scheme.
Durness Community Council: DC reported that the first instalment of the
Craig Riabhach wind farm monies had been received. Application forms
can be obtained from DC for those wishing to apply for funds. Durness
Highland Gathering had already been in touch regarding a new shed for
the Games and it was anticipated that Durness Village Hall would require
funding towards a new/upgraded heating system. Other projects included
seeking sponsorship for some Christmas lights in Durness; with
sponsorship in place, wind farm monies could be added to achieve the
funding required. £10,000 pa from each of the three Community Councils
in receipt of these funds (Durness, Kinlochbervie and Scourie) would go
towards recruiting a Development Officer to be employed by the North
West Sutherland Communities Alliance. Funds from the Craig Riabhach
wind farm will now continue for 40 years, not 25 years as originally
planned. The Sallachy wind farm monies will come on stream from 2028.
DC confirmed that new defibrillators had been purchased and would be
fitted in April at the Golf Club, Mudness in Balnakeil Craft Village and on
the external wall of the Ladies’ toilets adjacent to the Spar.
6. Children’s Playpark
The signed copy of the Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) had been
received from the Highland Council (HC). Regarding clause 1.viii in the MOU,
it was agreed that we should obtain an insurance quote for covering the
replacement of individual pieces of equipment; the HC will cover the play area
with its Third Party Public Liability Insurance and will carry out routine
maintenance on the playpark site but will not provide replacement equipment.
YM reported that future versions of the MOU agreement will include a
requirement to set aside 10% of the cost to cater for maintenance and
replacements; the version issued to the DCG does not include this
requirement, but it was agreed that we should reserve £10,000 for this
purpose.
The Community Regeneration Fund (CRF) Offer of Grant was signed (NF)
and witnessed (SF) during the meeting.
An online meeting would be arranged for the second half of April between NF,
YM and Paula Betts of the CRF to discuss next steps for financing and
ordering the equipment. YM reported that an end of April order date would
currently mean installation in September, which was disappointing but it's
unlikely that we can do anything to improve on this.
7.1 Bard Terrace
Nothing to report.
8. Ceannabeinne footbridge, signage etc
NF confirmed that he had contacted Matt Dent (MD), Caithness & Sutherland
Outdoor Access Officer, regarding the parlous state of the footbridge on the
Ceannabeinne trail. MD had supplied details of some kit bridges; the HC
would supply the kit but it would be up to the local community to install it. NF
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recommended that we choose a design which would prevent trial bike riders

using it as it was suspected that this was a major cause of the damage to the

current bridge. NF will progress this with MD.

DC said that he was working with the Geopark and the North Highland

Initiative (NHI) regarding the replacement of the trail signage. The NHI can

make grants of up to £2,000 available for this type of project.

Action: NF; DC

9. Any Other Business

1. AM raised the issue of the rumoured closure of Durness Church later this
year. It is a valued local amenity and we should think carefully about the
impact of losing it. DC recommended that the first step would be to
establish who owns it; AM offered to make enquiries.
Action: AM

2. JT asked whether the installation of toilets at Cape Wrath (funded partly by
the DCG) had been finished. No-one present was sure; NF offered to call
John Ure (JU). (Post meeting note: SF produced a copy of a letter from
JU, in answer to hers of October 2022, confirming that the toilets would be
ready for the 2023 tourist season.)

10.Date of next meeting
To be confirmed.

These Minutes were approved at the Meeting held on ...
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