DURNESS COMMUNITY GROUP
Charity registration number: SC032179

Durness Village Hall, Smoo, Durness, Sutherland, IV27 4QA

Committee Meeting

MINUTES
Meeting held on Wednesday 5 February 2025 at 7.30pm in Durness Village Hall

1. Present Neil Fuller - Chair (NF)
Yvonne MacRae - Vice Chair (YM)
Kathy Parker - Treasurer (KP)
Don Campbell (DC)
Sheila Frazer (SF)
Martina Macleod (MM)
Jo Tucker (JT)
2. Apologies Alistair Morrison, Steve Woodruff.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
An amendment to item 14.ii was recorded and then the Minutes were proposed as an
accurate record by YM; seconded by DC. Agreed and passed.

4. Reports

i) Financial: covered in the preceding AGM and Minutes thereof.

i) Durness Community Council: DC reported that the Chairs of six Community
Councils had met with Highland Councillors to discuss the roads in the region,
specifically the lack of gritters in the right place at the right time, lack of blade use
and poor quantity.

DC listed the topics discussed by the Durness Community Council which included
the Smoo Cave road; a requirement for more fire hydrants; the Cape Wrath road,;
new defibrillators; the MOD (no activity until March); the greatly improved
condition of the cemetery since Joe took over the maintenance role; and the
Christmas lights which had suffered teething problems with the brackets being
installed incorrectly (fundraising for more lights will continue but it was noted that
the lampposts in Sangomore need to be upgraded).
DC said that the recruitment of a Development Officer role, shared between the
three local community council areas and funded by wind farm money, was still a
work in progress.
DC reported that the Geopark team are updating the Walks booklet.

5. Children’s Playpark

YM reported that the independent inspector had logged several snagging issues,

albeit carrying a very low risk; for example, the angle of the slide and that it was

south-facing; the speed of the zip-line (too slow).

Trish Morrison had approved the wording for the memorial bench; all the benches

and tables were due to be delivered in the next week or so.

YM will draft some wording for the sign.

NF will discuss quotes for the building of a shelter with Ewen MacRae. YM will then

seek funding for this.
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The official opening of the Playpark could now be scheduled for just before the end of
the school term; a provisional date of Saturday 28 June was proposed.
Action: YM; NF

6. Ceannabeinne footbridge, signage etc
The old footbridge must be removed.
NF will liaise with Ewen MacRae re the installation of the replacement.
It was felt that it is important to obtain some new signage requesting that visitors
respect the environment and to deter overnight parking; with regards to the latter, it
was noted that the sign which had been placed on the road approaching the fanks
had worked very well. New locations where signs are badly need include
Ceannabeinne village and beach and the turn off to Rispond.
DC recommended a signmaker in Golspie. YM will start a signage project and
ascertain whether the North Highland Initiative could provide funding for signage.
Action: NF; YM

7. Durness Church
No update.

8. Local Place Plan
DC said that he had heard from Boyd Alexander who was willing to help us with the
Local Place Plan: if we gather the information, he will put it together. However, it falls
to us to carry out the local consultation. A sub-group will work on this: YM, DC, MM
and AM. YM suggested involving Louise Senior who would be a great asset on this
type of project. All agreed.
Action: YM

9. Any Other Business

i) NF and YM had purchased boxes of chocolates for the Golden Oldies’ party
but had not yet been reimbursed. KP will remedy this.
Action: KP

ii) YM mentioned that the DCG previously used to pay rent to the Hall for having
their large cupboard in Donald Mitchell’s office. The DCG now just have a
filing cabinet in the Hall and it is assumed that the Hall Committee are happy
to allow it to stay there without need for a rent payment as the DCG are
donating the large cupboard in the office to the Hall.

10. Date of Next Meeting
Sunday 1 June 2025 at 2pm in the Village Hall.

These Minutes were approved at the Meeting held on...

Durness Community Group Page 2



