DURNESS COMMUNITY GROUP
Charity registration number: SC032179

Durness Village Hall, Smoo, Durness, Sutherland, IV27 4QA

Committee Meeting
MINUTES

Meeting held on Wednesday 6 November 2024 at 7pm in Durness Village Hall

1. Present Neil Fuller - Chair (NF)
Yvonne MacRae - Vice Chair (YM)
Kathy Parker - Acting Treasurer (KP)
Don Campbell (DC)
Sheila Frazer (SF)
Martina Macleod (MM)
Alistair Morrison (AM)
Jo Tucker (JT)
Apologies Steve Woodruff.
3. Minutes of the previous meeting
A couple of amendments were recorded and then these were proposed as an
accurate record by KP; seconded by SF. Agreed and passed.
4. Matters arising from previous Minutes not on the Agenda

KP asked for clarity on the list of DCG Trustees; JT said that Ron Tucker was

happy to remain a Trustee; YM confirmed that neither Tia Keith nor Misha

Macpherson had completed their applications. NF will check with Dawn

McKenzie as to whether she wishes to remain a Trustee.

Action: NF

5. Reports

i) Financial: KP distributed a summary of the accounts as of 30 September
2024.

YM reported that the Playpark fund had received a generous donation of
£500 from the Marty Mackay Memorial Fund; the Playpark collection tin at
Mather’'s had taken £86.18 and a further £20 donation towards the Playpark
had also been received. YM will write to Mary and Martin Mackay to thank
them for the recent donations to the DCG, supporting the Playpark and the
Golden Oldies’ Christmas party.

Action: YM

i) Durness Community Council: DC said that the preparations for the
Armistice Parade were complete, including the wreaths, the repaired
flagpole and a significant smartening and tidy up of the memorial garden by
Joe which was very much appreciated.

iii) North West Sutherland Trust: DC reported that a total of £36,250 from the
first tranche of £40,000 of wind farm money reserved for Durness had so
far been allocated. A further £40,000 would be received in December for
which applications could be made from January 2025.

N
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Projects supported so far included paths maintenance, a shed for the Games
field, contributions towards the upkeep of the Village Hall, the purchase of a
new tractor for the Golf Club and Christmas lights for the village. Local
schools were also benefiting.
New defibrillators had been purchased and were housed outside Mudness in
the Craft Village, the toilets adjacent to the Spar, the Golf Club, Smoo Cave
and Laid (probably in the old telephone box). The Smoo Cave unit can be
detached from its housing (using a code, to prevent theft) and taken down to
the cave while tours are running.
The proposed recruitment of a Development Officer working across the three
communities will require funding from January 2025.
All agreed that this significant injection of funds into the local community was
warmly welcomed.
6. Children’s Playpark
i) The contractor’s inspection would take place soon and, providing this went
well, YM would then be in a position to contact the Highland Council to
request sign off by them.
James Keith will remove the subsoil and topsoil from the site.
YM had been in touch with the bench manufacturers and also with Trish
Morrison (regarding wording for the plaque on the memorial bench).
Action: YM
i) A quote for the supply and construction of a shelter was discussed. It was
agreed that sourcing funding of c£20,000 could be difficult and questions
were raised as to why it was so expensive. KP suggested approaching
local contractors for quotes. DC recommended using larch which did not
require maintenance and which we might be able to acquire in the form of a
donation. NF will seek quotes from local companies.
Action: NF
i) MUGA: As the Playpark contractors may have compromised the area
previously earmarked for a MUGA (multi-use games area), it was agreed
that we should wait until the first phase of the Playpark was completely
finished before starting work on a MUGA.
7. 1Bard Terrace
No update.
8. Ceannabeinne footbridge, signage etc
Quotes are awaited for installation and signage.
9. Golden Oldies’ Party
The date has been confirmed as Monday 16 December.
YM will ask Joe if he will reprise his role as Santa.
The gifts will be boxes of chocolates; AM offered to purchase these when next
in Inverness. JT offered to wrap them all.
DC suggested that a contribution towards the costs may be possible from
wind farm monies; YM will apply.
NF said that he would circulate the To Do list for the event.
Action: YM, AM, JT, NF
10.Durness Church
AM had contacted the Church of Scotland with a view to understanding the
possible routes to preserving this building for community use; he had spoken
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to six different people, none of whom could help. It would therefore be best to

wait until the Rev Andrea is able to clarify the situation. The Committee was

divided on whether or not the DCG could or should be involved in ensuring
that the building has a future.
11.Local Development Officer

DC commented that an LDO could assist with a potential project such as the

repurposing of Durness Church and that it was important to make the most of

tourist income — i.e. provide them with opportunities to spend money in

Durness.

12.Local Place Plan
No update.

13.Eriboll Harbour
No update other than a recommendation that this should be included in the
Local Place Plan.

14.Any Other Business

i) Confusion over whether or not the proposed AGM for 6 November had
been advertised appropriately had led to its postponement.

i) NF circulated photos of the new visitors’ toilet at Cape Wrath and conveyed
the thanks and appreciation he had received from Angela Ure. There are
plans to redevelop the old foghorn building into additional toilets.

iii) MM had asked Nicola Poole (NP) if she could draft some ideas for a new
DCG logo; NP had produced three options. The Committee
recommendation was to amalgamate two of these. The Committee asked
MM to convey their grateful thanks to NP.

15.Date of Next Meeting
The AGM will be held on Wednesday 5 February 2025 at 7pm in the Village
Hall and will be followed by a Committee meeting.

These Minutes were approved at the Meeting held on...
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